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OCTOBER 2002 
10/06 

10/12 

10/14 

10/19 

10/21 

10/28 

10/31 – 

11/02 

 

Hawai’i Quarterly Stamp & Coin 

H.S. & C.D.A. Bourse 

H.P.S. Regular Meeting 

H.P.S. Stampers Youth Club 

Winward Oahu Philatelic Soc. 

H.P.S. Executive Board Meeting 

H.S.N.A. 39th Coin Show 

Queen Kapiolani Hotel, 10AM-4PM 

Richards Street Y.W.C.A. 9:30 AM – 3:30 PM 

St. Louis Alumni Assoc. Club House, 7 PM – 9:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd. 1 PM - 3 PM 

Lois Opedal, 14 Aulike St, #403, Kailua, 7:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd., 7:30 PM (Board Meets at this time) 

Hawaii Convention Center Fri 12PM-7PM, Sat 12PM – 7PM, 

                                            Sun 10AM – 7 PM 

 

NOVEMBER 2002 
11/11 

11/16 

11/18 

11/25 

 

H.P.S. Regular Meeting 

H.P.S. Stampers Youth Club  

Winward Oahu Philatelic Soc. 

H.P.S. Executive Board Meeting  

St. Louis Alumni Assoc. Club House, 7 PM – 9:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd. 1 PM - 3 PM  

Lois Opedal, 14 Aulike St, #403, Kailua, 7:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd., 7:30 PM (Board Meets at this time) 

 

DECEMBER 2002 
12/09 

12/14 

12/16 

12/23 

 

H.P.S. Regular Meeting 

H.P.S. Stampers Youth Club 

Winward Oahu Philatelic Soc. 

H.P.S. Executive Board Meeting 

St. Louis Alumni Assoc. Club House, 7 PM – 9:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd. 1 PM - 3 PM  

Lois Opedal, 14 Aulike St, #403, Kailua, 7:30 PM 

Manoa School, 3155 Manoa Rd., 7:30 PM (Board Meets at this time) 
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Monthly Meeting and Executive Meeting 
 

The Hawaiian Philatelic Society meets from 7 PM to 9:30 PM on the 

second Monday of each month at the St. Louis Alumni Association Club 

House in central Honolulu.  Each meeting includes a short business 
session, a program or slide presentation and an auction of about 125 lots.  

We invite you to attend, meet your fellow members, enjoy the program, 

and talk stamps.  The public is welcome at all our meetings and we 
encourage you to become a member. 
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Editor’s Notes 
By Greg Chang, Editor 
 

Aloha!   Welcome to the October 2002 edition of 

the PO’OLEKA.  Wow, can’t believe that the 

year is almost over.  We’ve had some pretty good 

articles this past year.  Hopefully, more will be in 

store for next year. 

 

This issue’s featured article is written by Jeffrey 

Weiss.  He provides a detailed study on the 

controversial Grinnell Hawaiian Missionary 

stamps.  You be the judge as to whether or not 

these are genuine. 

 

The other article details the recent releases from 

the Hawai’i Post on surfing and lighthouses. 

 

In the Potpourri section, member Frank 

Bachenheimer follows up on Tom Fortunato’s 

article on Lock Seals (April 2002).  Plus, 

Clarence Lee’s Lunar New Year – Year of the 

Ram stamp design is released. 

 

Finally, Peter Burk Jr’s “Stamp Reflection” 

returns.  This issues’ reflections is on the 

Christmas Poinsettia. 

 

Many thanks for your past support.  As always, 

any contribution to the PO’OLEKA you can 

make are always welcomed – especially articles.  

Mahalo and Happy Ney Year 2003! 

 

Greg Chang 
Editor 
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The Grinnell Hawaiian Missionary Stamps – An Expertizing Exercise 

 
By Jeffrey K Weiss FRPSL 
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Hawai’i Post Recent Releases 
Information from Hawai’i Post website: www.hawaii-post.com 

Surfing in Hawai’i +Surfboard 

Mail” 

Three stamps were issued on August 24th 

2002 depicting Surfing in Hawai'i.  August 

24th 2002 was also the 112th anniversary of 

the birth of Duke Kahanamoku. The text on 

the cacheted envelope reads "In his journal   

of the late eighteenth century, Captain   

Cook noted that Hawaiians went surfing    

and he wrote about the great ceremony of 

making a surfboard, especially for the Ali'i.  

But the Missionaries, who first arrived in the 

1820's, frowned upon surfing considering it 

a waste of time.  It was not until the early 

l900's that surfing became a popular sport 

again due to the influence of Duke 

Kahanamoku and others.  Born and raised in 

Waikiki, Duke swam and surfed there in his 

youth.  Later he won Olympic gold medals 

in swimming and became an ambassador for 

the Territory. Duke is considered to be the   

father of modem surfing and a statue of him 

was erected at Kuhio Beach in Waikiki 

which is often festooned with many colorful 

leis." 

The $3 stamp plus the $5 stamp pays for the 

Same Day rate. It also prepaid a special rate 

that day for "Surfboard Mail".  The stamp 

shows Longboard surfing in Waikiki in the 

early l900's. 

The $5 stamp prepays the Overnight rate. It 

shows keiki (children) bodyboarding in 

Waikiki. 

The $8 stamp (above right) prepays the 

Same Day rate.  It shows a surfer on the big 

waves on the North Shore of O'ahu. 

A Booklet consisting of 3 panes containing 2 

x $3, 2 x $5 and 2 x $8 stamps was also 

issued.  Each pane consists of 2 stamps and 

has a white margin all around.   "©   2002 

Hawai'i Post" is printed vertically on the 

lower right side margin & Hawai'i Security 

Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. is printed on 

the bottom margin of each pane. 

The booklet is stapled twice at the left side. 

The front cover depicts surfing.  The back 

cover has a list of the postage rates of 

Hawai'i Post. 

SURFBOARD MAIL 

On the same day, a special service was 

added by Hawai'i Post called "Surfboard 

Mail". This consisted of a special cacheted 

cover with a $3 surfing stamp and a special 

postmark.  The surfer, Honu Belmoro, left 

Duke Kahanamoku Beach (in front of the 

Hilton Hawaiian Village, Waikiki) with a 

bag of mail at noon. Paddling his surfboard 

along the Pacific Ocean, the surfer arrived at 

the Outrigger on the Beach Hotel at about 

>> 
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12:25pm.  Mailed covers were available for 

pick up at the Stamp Show in the Outrigger 

on the Beach Hotel on Saturday and Sunday 

August 24 & 25.  Only 500 covers were 

produced and carried by  "Surfboard Mail". 

 

Honu Belmoro with his surfboard and mail 

 1 of 500 covers 

Technical details of the stamps and mini-

sheet: 

Colors: $3, $5 and $8 stamps – Multicolored                  
Size: $3 & $5 stamps - 48mm x 32mm. $8 - 32mm x 
48mm.         
Stamps sheet size: 30. $3 & $5 (5 across, 6 down), 
$8 (6 across, 5 down)               
Perforation: 12.           
Stamps design: Enelani.        
Layout & Pre-press: Enelani.      
Printer:  Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
Printing Method: 4-color (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and 
Black) printing process.         
Sheet margin markings: HAWAl'I  POST (top middle), 
"Traffic Light" showing 4 colors used in  printing  
(lower left side),© 2002 Hawai'i Post (lower right side) 
& Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i.  
(bottom middle)          

Paper:  GPA coated white stock with water-activated 
gum on the back. 

 

Hawaiian Lighthouses 
 

Three stamps are scheduled to be released 

on October 21th 2002 showing different 

Hawaiian lighthouses. Augustin-Jean 

Fresnel, a French physicist and a civil 

engineer for the French government, 

invented a lens for lighthouses in 1822 that 

would bear his name.  A Fresnel lens, which 

can be 12 feet tall, concentrates the light like 

a magnifying glass.  For example, an open 

flame loses almost 97% of its light, whereas 

a Fresnel lens retains 83% of its light 

enabling it to be seen 20 miles away or more 

at night.  Both Makapu'u and Diamond Head 

lighthouses (shown on the $5 and $8 

stamps) were equipped with a Fresnel lens. 

Even with modem navigational aids such as 

the GPS (Global Positioning System), 

lighthouses are still important to shipping 

today - from the small fishing or pleasure 

boat to the large supertanker or cruise ship.  

 

 
 

The $2 stamp prepays additional charges 

such as extra weight.  It shows the 

Lighthouse on Laysan Island in the 

Northwest Hawaiian Islands in 1893.  The 

base was made of concrete and the tower of 

wooden beams.  The light was probably very 

basic, not much more than a large oil- 

burning lantern.  The $2 stamp is based on a 

black-and-white illustration in Baron 

Rothschild's two-volume book "The 

Avifauna of Laysan.  Complete history to 

date of the birds of the Hawaiian 
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Possessions" published in 1893.  The 

existence of the lighthouse today is 

unknown.  Perhaps a recent visitor to remote 

Laysan Island could enlighten us. 

 

 
 

The $5 stamp prepays the Overnight rate.  It 

shows Makapu'u lighthouse on the east coast 

of O'ahu.  It was built in 1909 in response to 

the steamer "Manchuria" which sank on 

nearby rocks in the predawn hours of August 

20, 1906.  Makapu'u lighthouse stands 46 

feet high on a cliff which is 420 feet above 

sea level.  A pleasant paved walking trail 

from Kalaniana'ole Highway leads to the 

lighthouse.  Although the lighthouse itself is 

not open to the public, the area around the 

lighthouse provides spectacular coastal 

views and it  is  a highly recommended place 

to visit.  

 

 
The $8 stamp (above right) prepays the 

Same Day rate.  It shows Diamond Head 

lighthouse.  Built in 1899, it is 57 feet high 

on a cliff which is 147 feet above sea level 

at the foot of Diamond Head.  Fitted with a 

Fresnel lens in 1917, the lighthouse was 

automated in 1924, and is currently the 

home of the Commander of the Coast 

Guard's 14th District.  It is the only 

lighthouse in Hawai'i that is also used as a 

residence.  Although the lighthouse and 

grounds are not open to the public, it is 

viewable from the cliffs and road above and 

the rocky beach below.  The image on the 

stamp is from a photo taken at the top of 

Diamond Head looking down. 

 

The cachet on the First Day Cover shows a 

portrait of Augustin Fresnel and a picture of 

the lens he invented. 

 

A booklet consisting of 3 panes containing 2 

x $2, 2 x $5 and 2 x $8 stamps was also 

issued.  Each pane consists of 2 stamps and 

has a white margin all around.  "©   2002 

Hawai'i Post" is printed vertically on the 

lower right side margin & Hawai'i Security 

Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. is printed on 

the bottom margin of each pane. 

 

The booklet is stapled twice at the left side. 

The front cover depicts Makapu'u lighthouse 

at night.  The back cover has a list of the 

postage rates of Hawai'i Post. 

 
Technical details of the stamps: 
Colors: $2, $5 and $8 stamps - Multicolored 
Size: All three stamps are 32mm x 48mm 
Stamps sheet size: 30 ($2 - 6 down, 5 across), ($5, 
$8 - 5 down, 6 across).              
Perforation:  12. 
Stamps design: Enelani. Layout & Pre-press: Enelani. 
Printer:  Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i. 
Printing Method: 4-color (Cyan, Magenta, Yellow and 
Black) printing process. 
Sheet margin markings: HAWAl'I POST (top middle), 
"Traffic Light" showing 4 colors used in printing (lower 
left side), © 2002 Hawai'i Post (lower right side) & 
Hawai'i Security Printers, Honolulu, Hawai'i.  (bottom 
middle) 
Paper:  GPA coated white stock with water-activated 
gum on the back. 

 

Further   information   on   current   and   

past issues from the Hawai'i Post can be 

found at www.hawaii-post.com    
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Potpourri 
 

Lock Seals: Frank Bachenheimer writes -To shed more light on Tom Fortunato's article on lock 

seal in the April 2002 issue, I quote from an article written in the American Revenuer of May 

1980 by Kenneth Trettin (who is the current editor of the Revenuer). 

 

"Lock seals were used at distillery warehouses and breweries by the Internal Revenue storekeeper 

or gauger, who was in charge of the plant.   The places where distilled spirits were made drawn, 

or stored were under his supervision, and, as a safeguard and precaution against tax evasion, were 

locked with a percliarly constructed padlock, so made that a paper seal or label could be inserted 

to cover the keyhole, making it impossible for it to be opened without punching a hole in the 

paper seal.   Glass lock seals had been used prior to the introduction of the paper seals, but they 

sometimes broke in the lock, causing it to jam, and so were replaced by the paper seals. 

 

Lock seals are in the same class of fiscal paper as are the hydrometer labels, not being tax stamps 

per se, but aids in the enforcement of tax laws." 

 

The article goes on to describe in detail the entire evolution of lock seals.   A second article of 

April 1986 catalogs them.   Any member interested in obtaining the lock seals pictured in the 

article can contact Frank Bachenheimer at: Box 230, Glenview, IL 60025 

 

 
 

 

Lunar New Year: Year of the Ram - On October 10th the United States postal service 

announced the 2003 commemorative stamp program.    Several designs for next year's stamps 

were released including the Year of the Ram stamp designed by Clarence Lee.   Similar to the 

previous Lunar New Year stamps a paper-cut design of a ram is on it.  Also included in the 

design are Chinese characters drawin in grass-style calligraphy by Lau Bun which translate into 

English as "Year of the Ram" and "Happy New Year" in English.  No additional details were 

given. 
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