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July 1983 

Fellow Philatelists : 

We are pleased to announce a Most Outstanding 
HAPEX- 84 to be held on January 13 , 14 , and 15 , 
1984 , in the Pacific Ballroom of The I likai 
Hotel , Wai kiki , Honol ulu . 

Most Outstanding - for two reasons: 

Firstly, the Show will be a pro j ect within 
the 1984 Hawaii Statehood Silver Jubilee 
celebrations; and 

Secondly, there will be an extensi ve exhibition 
of the HONOLULU ADVERTISER/ATHERTON Col lections 
of Hawaiian Postal Issues and Stat i onery . 

All- in- all , this will be a HAPEX whi ch will 
prove interesting , educational, and one whi ch 
may never be duplicated ! 

Letter to dealers will be mailed out shortly , 

Come and share t he excitement with us ! 

Aloha , 
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OFFICERS OF THE HAWAIIAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President 
1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Auctioneer 

MEETINGS: 

- Mr . Wayne T. Yakwna 
- Mrs , Linda Starr 
- Mr . Joseph Sunderland 
- Mrs . Virginia May Lewis 
- Mr . Kay H, Hoke 
- Mr . Max w. Starr 

Business Meeting and Auct ion - the 2nd Monday 
of each month at Ala Moana Banquet Hall, 
Honolulu, at 7: 30 P .M. 

Swap Meet - the 4th Monday of each month at 
.the Kaimuki Christ i an Church, Honolulu, 
at 7:00 P.M. 
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Editor - Mrs, Virginia May Lewis 

Subscription Price : $3,00 per year (4 issues) 

Advertising Rate: $5 .00 per issue (half page) 
$10 . 00 per issue (full page) 
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HAWAII'S WHITE ELEPHANTS 

Those 6¢ , 12¢, and 18¢ Stamps 

By A, Harr y Shar baugh 

In March 1871, the Kingdom of Hawai i i ssued 6¢ and 
18¢ stamps (Figs. 1 and 2) to prepay the new Hawaii 
t o U.S . letter rate of 6¢ ( or multiples thereof ), 
Later , in March 1875, a 12¢ black stamp appear ed , 
The 6¢ rate went i nto effect on July 1 , 1870 and 
lasted until December 31, 1881 , Before this rate took 
effect , a letter sent to the United States needed both 
Hawaiian and U.S . pos tage stamps , but t he new 6¢ 
Hawaiian rate paid both Hawaiian and U.S . letter fees . 
Only mail to points beyond · the United States requi red 
additional U.S. postage . ( Fig . 3) 

On January 1 , 1882 , the rate f or l etter mail to the 
United States , Mexico and Canada dropped t o 5¢, and 
mail to other U,P , U, countr i es went to 10¢ with the 

.,} 

Fig, 1, The common or "natural" usage of the 
6¢ green - payment of the prevailing 
Hawaii - U.S . rate , 
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Fig. 2. "Natural" usage of the 18¢ lilac with 
a 6¢ green on this quadruple rate 1878 
battered cover. 
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Fig . 3. "Natural" usage of a pair of 12¢ blacks 
with a 6¢ green to make up a quintuple 
(30¢) rate to the U.S . on this 1881 
wrapper . An additional 25 cents in U. S. 
stamps was necessary to get the package 
to England . 
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interesting exception that mail to any Australian 
colony was 12¢ . In November 1883, . the color of the 
black 12¢ stamp was changed to red lilac, constitut­
ing another 12¢ stamp. This .occurred even though · 
ample stores . of the old 12¢ black stamp were on hand, 

In 1893, almost all remaining stocks of these 6¢, 
12¢, and 18¢ ·s~amps were overprinted. By this time 
the letter rate to Australia was reduced to 5¢ . The 
only "natural" usage of a 6¢ multiple was ' the 12¢ 
fee for a lo~al registered letter (2¢ inter- isl~nd 
postage and 10¢ registry fee). Other than this, the 
6¢ multiples .had no "natural" postal use and became 
the postal department's white elephants, 

However , a philatelic market was emerging, so sales 
of these stamps to collectors and speculators 
occurred. - Along with this , philatelically irispire·d 
covers bearing these stamps emerged , 

If the Meyer-Harris data for numbers of stamps is­
sued are reviewed, some interesting figures emerge . 
(See TABLE I) . 

It seemed to me that while the 6¢ ·green, Scott #33 , 
on cover is common, all others· on cover are difficult 
to locate . · To further evaluate this , I reviewed just 
over 1,600 stamped Hawaiian covers offered for sale 
by the major U.S . auction houses over the past ten 
years . Two hundred and sixteen examples of usage of 
6¢, 12¢, and 18¢ stamps on cover were located and 
tabulated . (See TABLE II ) 

TABLE II provides the numerical basis for some obser­
vations. Predictably the 6¢ green is fairly common 
with most examples used from 1/71 to 12/81, when the 
6¢ rate was tn force. 

Surprising, however, is the rarity of the 12¢ black 
and 18¢ lilac on covers showing "natural" usage in 
paying multiples of the 6¢ rate in the 1/71 to 12/81 
time period. Only two examples were identified! 
Most recorded usages of the 12¢ and 18¢ stamps 
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occurred after the 6t rate was reduced to 5¢. All " 
but one of these late usage covers shows what I con­
sider " unnatural" usage, namely as part of a phila­
telically inspired franking . (Fig . 4) or blatant 
overpayment of a later lesser postal rate . Most of 
these covers also appear after ' legal ' usage of these 
stamps had passed (in 1893). The sole "natural" 
post - ' 82 usage - I saw was a double 12t rate cover 
to New Zealand in 1891 franked with a 12¢ black , two 
5¢ blues and a 2¢ rose . 

~ -&-fiMi@ Wiiij 

? , ,., ,, .. ~ 

1ft m:W:".Jnli ~ZITCl3H,Z lt'.\...J 

Fig . 4 . " Unnatural" usage of the 6¢ , 12¢ and 
18¢ stamps along with various other 
Hawaiian stamps on this 1891 66¢ phila­
telically inspired cover to Germany. 

The 12¢ l ilac appeared in 1883 and its appearance on 
cover is quite rare . It is seen showing "natural" 
usage on a solitary 1890 cover paying the 12¢ rate 
to New Zealand . (Fig . 5) 

The 1893 existing stocks of all th<~se stamps were 
overpr·inted: The resultant stamps retained their 
fairly useless denominations. Also, the 12¢ New 
Zealand rate changed to 5¢, l eaving the local regis­
tered cover the only "natural" 12¢ rate of which I 
am awarec (Fig . 6) Despite this, many examples of 
these stamps exist on cover , Undoubtedly most of 
these were philatelically inspired, The cover in 
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BC 

' 

I 

Fig . S. "Natural" 1890 usage .of the 12¢ liJ nc to 
pay the Hawaii-New ZeaJand lct.tt?r ra t e • 

... , 

t Ci 

C.:--..-:- i , _ 

! 

Fig . 6. This 12¢ lilac with black PROV . GOVT. 
1893 overpri nt shows a "natural " use of 
a 12¢ stamp paying the 2¢ interisland 
rate together with the 10¢ r egistry f ee 
on this 1893 local registered cover . 
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Fig. 7 apparently displays one of each of the stamps 
available at the post office window in 1896 in such 
a philatelic array. 

\ + 1l,.,:EJ. :tl..l. ,,:,:;,;. ~¾"¥ ;,, 

Fig . 7. "Unnatural" philatelic usage of the 
6¢, 12t and 18t overprinted stamps 
along with what appears to be one of 
each stamp available at the post office 
in 1896. 

Because relatively large stocks of these "white 
elephants" were on hand after 1893, it was finan­
cially advantageous to promote their sale and 
tolerate their use , even though usage was technically 
illegal. These large stocks even promoted discount 
sales to speculators, 

A numerical quirk enabled some usage of the 12¢ and 
18¢ stamps, for used together their sum of 30¢ became 
a value which could be used in franking multiple rate 
registered covers . This paired usage pattern consti­
tutes one prominant way in whi ch the 12¢ and 18¢ 
overprinted ~and unoverprinted) stamps were used . 
(Fig . 8) 1 
The other dominant usage pattern of these 6t, 12t, 
and 18¢ stamps was to overpay postage on local or 
U. S, covers, (Figs , 9 and 10) A group of such 
local covers is noted .in the years 1898- 1900 bearing 

8 



w-~ * ~ -~ 'k ~ t, * 'ffl ~ 

Fig. ~8 • Usage of the 12¢ and 18¢ overprinted stamps 
to make up a 30¢ fee on this registered 
cover to France . Other examples of this 
quasi- natural 30¢ unit are seen on other 
covers bearing 35¢ , 40¢, 55¢ and 95¢ 
total postage . 

~=~....... rnN ZMt t#'tttt$;1r11f: ~ *A~--%1lzl4' §'1 

Fig. 9, "Unnatural" Feb. 1894 usage of the 12¢ 
lilac with red overprint stamp . There 
is no evi dence of the cover being regis­
tered . As a 'city letter ', 1¢ postage 
would have been adequate. 

9 -



overpayment wi1.h 18i stamps , possibly represenci ng 
a f inal art:ernpc. t o glean at least some use from 
these " whi c. e elephants". ( Fig , 11) 

JA8. STEINER, 

Dealer in Hawaiian Stamps, 

HONOLULU, H . I . 

t 
I 
t. 

Fig . 10 , " Unnalut·al" u~age of t he 6¢ green 
with red over print on t his 1897 city 
cover . Again, 1¢ pos t age would have 
been sufficie nt. 

The final 12¢ Republic of Hawaii stamp is the most 
difficult t o understand . Other than to get the 
phrase " Republic of Hawaii" i nro print , it seems to 
have served litt.l e useful purpose. Most examples 
of usage of this stamp show it: used to pay part of 
a larger fee (Fig . 12), All of these covers could 
have been more easily franked with the other denomi­
nations then available . 

In summary , except for the initial 6¢ green, the 
r,1ult itude of' st·amps in multiples of 6t served 
lir1i ted useful purpose, and examples of " natural" 
01 purely postal usage are qui te rare . Most of 
the> covers bearing these stamps do so in " unnatural" 
ways , often philateli cally inspired usage or over­
paymen t of existent rates . 

10 
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Fig , 11 . " Unnatural" usage of an 18¢ stamp 

Fig, 12. 

on a Nov. 1899 registered cover. 12¢ 
(2¢ postage and 10¢ registry fee ) 
would have sufficed . 

Usage of two 12¢ stamps and a it 
stamp to pay a 25¢ rate , A single 
25¢ stamp or multiples of the 5¢ c<nd 
10¢ stamps could have done this , 
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PITCAIRN ISLAND 

The Pitcairn Islands Study Group, an American 
Philatelic Society affiliate, has some 450 members 
worldwide dedicated to the sturi_y of Pitcairn 
Island, its people and its stamps. And a fascina­
ting study it isl 

George Amick in his article entitled "Doomsday 
Island" has the following to say, in part, about 
Pi t cairn Island ' s problem: 

A volcanic dot in the South Pacific , the British 
colony is known to sea story fans and stamp collec­
tors alike as the place where the mutineers of His 
Majesty ' ~ Armed Vessel f'Bounty" found refuge almost 
200 years ago . 

The island had little use for mail in the 19th 
century because for years hardly anyone could read 
or write, and the few letters in and out , carried 
by ship captains, were mostly commercial orders and 
missionary correspondence . 

In this century, Pitcairn mail was processed first 
through the British consul on Tahiti, and later by 
the u. s. postmaster in the Canal Zone . In 1927 , 
New Zealand gave the islanders their first official 
postal service by setting up a sub-agency there, 
with Edgar Christian as postmaster. 

As early as 1904, proposals were made for Pitcairn 
stamps, but it wasn~t until 1937 that the British 
took the idea seriously. There was no way that the 
Pitcairners could tax themselves to pay for schools 
and other ne~ds, but collectors would buy Pitcairn 
stamps, and passengers on visiting ships would want 
to put them on their mail . ~ 

Those stamps, incidentally, have risen spectacularly 
in price in the past four years , doubling, tripling 
and in a few cases quadrupling in value before 
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leveling off . Speculators were able to make this 
happen because of the limited printings and the 
basic popularity of the stamps with collectors. 

Now, its people, most of them descendants of those 
mutineers and the Tahi t ian women they brought with 
them, are having to fac2 up to the possibility that 
they will have to abandon their island. Their 
number, once over 200, has been declining for years 
and now hovers around 50. 

It is an aging population. The young adults are 
eager to leave and seek their way in the world that 
lies over the horizon, Their home is less than two 
square miles in area. It lies in the emp~y ocean, 
4 ,100 miles west of Panama, and 3, 300 miles east of 
New Zealand, 

If the islanders do have to l eave, it will cause 
hardly a r i pple i n the big world. Onl y stamp collec­
tors will know about i t ; they will mourn the end 
of the colorful stamps - stamps whose sale has for 
years provided the money for Pitcairn ' s public works , 

The last chapter in the strange and romantic history 
of Pitcairn Island may now be unfolding , Today , 
Pitcairn contemplates its future ! 

~JtMNDll . . . 

I 
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1884 Postal Stationery Envelope - UPSSlS / Scott U9. 

10¢ - blue interior - black Honolulu date stamp , 
Jul 5 1887 - violet company backstamp·, Jul 4 1887- -
red London r eceiving mark , Jul 29 87 . 

-
~ - ~~- J• t 

- 14 -
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Our member , John F . Bruhn, of Norwich, England, has 
submitted this envelope, front and back, for the 
information of Hawaiian postal stationery buffs . 

;.. ... 

'· ' ,- · 
I . 
~--

r: 
;. 
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The Philatelic Foundation 

announces the publication of a revised edition of 

HAWAII 
Its Stamps and Postal History 

This popular book, originally published in 1948, has been long out of 
print. The revision of the Meyer•Harris original will incorporate new 
facts and finds brought to the attention of The Foundation over the 
years. Under the editorship of Richard Graham, well•known phila­
telist and writer, Hawaii, Its Stamps and Postal History is expected to 
be off the press in late 1984. · 

The Philatelic Foundation would welcome your participation in this 
revision. If you know of an item or event you feel should be included 
in this book, we would like to know about it. The areas to be covered 
in this revision range from postal history prior to 1850, to all postal 
and revenue issues as well as pos.tal stationery. 

Please complete the form below and return it to us. 

--------------------------
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION, 270 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK, NY 10016 

D I believe that I have a new item for your Hawaii book: (Give brief description) __ 

(Allow two weeks for a reply) 

Name _ _ _____ _______________ .;.._ __ 

Address _____ ___________ ______ _ _ 

City ____________ State _ _____ Zip _ __ _ 

16 



HAWAIIAN ENVELOPE THICKNESSES 

By Albert J , Schwalm 

A recent survey was made of over 100 Hawaiian 
stamped envelopes to determine the exact thickness 
of the paper used in their production , 

It is known that these envelopes were produced on 
thin, medi um and thick papers . Prior to the survey, 
it had been determined that the measurements were 
approximately , 003 , , 004 and , 005 thousands of an 
inch. 

Using a precision paper thickness gauge procured 
from the Ames Co , of Waltham, Ma ,, the thicknesses 
varied as much as , 0001 to , 0005 , 

It should be taken into consideration that after a 
period of 100 years since the envel opes were produced , 
many causes could affect the paper , such as climate , 
humidity and transmission through the mails , 

Rather than destroying the condition of some unused 
envelopes with the fl aps stuck down, measurements 
were made at double thickness . The gauge was used 
at various points on the envelope for both s ingle 
and double paper , 

ANALYSIS 

Reviewed Paper Single Double 
14 Thin ,003 to , 00325 , 006 to ,0065 

68 Medium , 0035 to ,0045 ,007 to , 009 

21 Thick , 005 to , 0055 . 010 to , Oll 

;': ~': ;~ 1: * 
.,. 

-1: ... 
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REPUBLIC OF PALAU INITIATES POSTAL OPERATIONS 

By Michael Schulsinger 

. 
The Tr ust Territory of t he Pacific I slands , a United 
Nations trusteeship adminis tered by t he United States, 
current l y moving toward complete int ernal self ­
government , is breaking up int o t hree Fr ee Associated 
States , the Republic of Palau , The Federated States of 
Micronesia , and t he Republic of the Marshall Islands. 
The Mariana I slands, to the north of Guam have chosen 
to remain in t he United States as the Commonweal t h of 
t he Northern Marianas , similar t o Puerto Rico . 

As a part of this i ndependent process , the Un i ted 
States will be permitting the Free Associated Sta tes 
to operate their own postal sys tems and issue pos tage 
s tamps , The Republic of Palau took over t he opera­
t ion of the U. S. Post Off i ce at Koror on 11/ 1/82, 

"A HI STORY OF THE STAMPS OF HAWAII: 1851-1900" 

This informati ve history contains eight full-color 
5x7 photos of all Hawaii issues; a price comparison 
between 1970 and 1980 ; and a rarity list of sixty 
Hawaiian stamps . Available for $5 . 00 postpaid , 

Also For Sale: Hawaii #5 to #82; all Officials; all 
Revenues; all Kahului Railroads; all the Envelopes 
and Postal Cards ; a large stock of Envelopes and 
Cards postally used; a large stock of Hawaii Town 
Cancels , stamp varieties , proofs and essays , 

All Hawaii ' s First Day Covers : #647 , #648 , # 799 , 
#1153 , #1682 , #1733 and #1963; the Airmai ls: UC- 46, 
#C- 55 and #C~84 ; and the Iolani Pal ace #UX- 81, 

For further information or for Bank Vault viewing: 

Col . Pat Hogan 
427 Kawaihae Street 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96825 
Telephone: (808) 396-0127 
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