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AN EARLY ATTEMPT TO SPEED TRANSPACIFIC MAIL 

By Don puncan 

In the early 1930 ' s, consistent Transpacific flights 
were still a few years off , and the mails still moved 
slowly across the Pacific to and from Hawaii and the 
mainland by steamship. This , of course, involved 
several days ' travel time, and considerable thought 
was given as to how that time coul d be shortened for 
time- critical mails . 

In 1931 , a plan was developed by the Los Angeles 
Steamship Company to drop last-minute mail from an 
airplane onto a ship already a day or two underway , 
thereby trimming the crossing time . An experiment to 
test this idea was conducted in January 1931 by the 
Los Angeles Steamship Company . 

The LASSCO flagship S.S. City of Los Angeles left her 
San Pedro dock on Saturday , January 24 , 1931 , bound 
for Honolulu. Fifteen minutes later, a Curtis-Wright 
plareleft its hangar at the Grand Central Air Ter minal 
at Glendale, California, fifty miles from San Pedro . 
The plane flew to the harbor and then followed the 
City of Los Angeles well out to sea . (Figure 1) 

On board was a s pecially constructed waterproof and 
floatational mailbag carry5.ng 12,527 covers sent in 
by collectors f or the occasion , The bag itself was 
inscribed "First/Pacific Coast/Shore-to- Ship/ 
Experimental/Flight/January 24, 1 931". 

Major C. C. Moseley, winner of the first Pulitzer 
race and head of Curtis-Wright operations in Los 
Angeles , was in charge of the aerial details of the 
experiment . Captain Fred I . Hamma, Master of the 
City of Los Angeles was in charge of the steamship 
end of the air mail transfer . Lt . Comdr . EarleOving
ton , America ' s first airmail pilot , was flight 
commander and co- pilot of the tri- motored Ford plane . 
Hal Sweet , line pilot for the Ford Motor Company was 
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Pilot, Ed Cunningham, field manager at the Grand 
Central Air Ter minal, dropped the bag. 
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According to the LASSCO Log, February 1931 , the pur
pose of the experimental flight was not simply to 
drop a bag of maii onto a moving steamship . The main 
object of the experiment was to transfer mail from an 
a irplane t o a steamship underway in a manner which 
insured complete safety of the mail , whether it hit 
the deck or fell into the sea. 

Thus the need for a waterproof and floating mailbag. 
Such a bag was designed and constructed specifically 
for this test by Steve Lindo, LASSCO Marine Superin
tendent , and Al Fabel , Port engineer . 

At three minutes aft er 1 P .M. , just hours after leav
ing the dock in San Pedro, Ed Cunningham released the 
bag of airmail from the door of the plane . It missed 
the swimming pool of the City of Los Angeles by a few 
feet and fell into the sea. Within five minutes , 
however , it had been recovered by a launch and passed 
to the deck of the liner as it continued on its way 
to Hawaii . Demonstrating the success of the mailbag , 
almost no moisture entered the container during its 
five minutes afloat . 

A blue- green cachet (Figure 2) commemorating the 
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experimental fl ight was applied to all of the 12, 527 
covers carried , as well as sever al s i gna ture stamps 
of those involved in t he experi ment . 

All of the covers had been backstamped by ship cancel 
January 24 , 1931 , and upon reaching Honolulu (after 
six days) were cancelled by the Honol ulu Post Office 
on January 30 , 1931 , and reentered the mail s tream 
there . 

As well , every cover that the author has seen is 
numbered on back by a blue stamp. 

One cover in the author ' s collection is addressed to 
Steve Lindo of LASSCO (co-designer of the mail bag) 
and bears an addi t ional hand stamp honoring "Earle 
Ovington - Santa Barbara, Cal . / First U. S . Air Mail 
Pilot/ Flying since 1911". It bear s the stamped 
signatures on the frontof Moseley, and on t he back of 
Hamma and Richard H. Robinson , Purser . I t bears 
#12250 . ( Fi gures 3 and 4) 

Of course wi t h the advent of the China Clipper, and 
Transpacific airmail within just a f ew short years , 
t his idea quickly grew outdated . 

However , in this year of the 50th anniversary of t he 
China Clipper, i t is int eresting to take a quick look 
back at t his early at tempt to speed the mainland-to
Hawaii crossing for mail . 
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GUAM COVERS BRING HIGH PRICES 

By Lloyd H, Flickinger 

The auction of Daniel F , Kelleher of Boston 

in February 1985 contained 42 lots of Guam covers , 

This i s the largest quantity of Guam covers ever 

sold in auction, 

The 42 lots brought $37, 245 , or an average 

of $887 . 50 per lot, to which a buyer's premium 

of 10% was added , 

The cover pictured on the opposite page was 

the most expensive lot. It is a cover with Guam 

1st, sot, $1 , 00, and Special Delivery stamps . 

It is probably the only one known, 

The dealer ' s estimated cash value was 

$4 , 000, But , it sold for $7 , 000 to which the 

buyer had to pay the 10% premium. 

The second most expensive cover was a cover 

to Saipan with a 50¢ stamp and a manuscript can

cellation . It is probably the only manuscript 

cancel known from Guam, The cover ' s estimated 

cash value was $2,000, but it sold for $6,500 , 

The first day covers of the first two Guam 

Guard Mail ~tamps brought $600 and $650 each, 
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SHIPPING DATA ON HAWAII ' S ENVELOPES 

By Albert J , Schwalm 

Ever since writing about the delivery of the first issue 
of the stamped envelopes of Hawaii in "The Pos t al 
Stationery of Hawaii" on page 75 , I have tried t o recon- { 
cile why different dates were reported . 1 

I found there is no short cut to just plain digging 
out this kind of data from original sources , It is 
regretted t hat my own survey preliminary to writing 
my treatise fa i led to uncover earlier i nformation re
ported in news papers with which I was previously 
unacquainted , Through t he help of my philateli c 
friends , documentary evidence is now provided , 

Walter M, Gifford, Brewster C. Kenyon and Charles F . 
Richards indicated in their writings that the delivery 
date of the envelopes was April 8, 1884 , being the date 
of a letter in the files of The American Bank Note Co , 

The invoices illustrated on pages 116- 117 of my book 
show the envelopes were shipped on March 27 , 1884 , 
Exhibit G- 1 shows five cases being transported by the 
SS ACAPULCO and nine cases in Exhibit G-2 by the SS 
OREGON . According to the New York Journal of Commerce 
for March 27 , 1884 , the SS ACAPULCO was to sail on 
April 1 , 1884 and the SS OREGON was loading rapidly , 
(See Figure 1) 

The mail for Hawaii aboard the SS ACAPULCO for San 
Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama was transferred 
upon reaching San Francisco to the SS MARI POSA . The 
MARIPOSA , having docked in Honolulu on June 9, 1884 
according to .the Postmaster General's Post Office Mail 
Log, brought the f ive cases of envelopes . 

The New York Times for April 1 , 1884 i ndicated the 
SS OREGON cleared for sailing . (See Figure 2) The 
Daily Alta California for September 26 , 1884 shows 
the SS OREGON arrived San Francisco 175 days from New 
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York vi a Cal ao (Peru) 48 days . (See Fi gure 3) The 
manifest , (see Fi g11re 4) , includes nine cases of 
pr i nted matter . The Consignee Not ice , (see Figure 5) , 
shows that the SS OREGON would commence discharging on 
September 26 , 1884 and that all merchandise , when landed 
on the wharf , would be at the risk of the owners . 

It is apparent that the merchandise for Hawaii was i m
mediately transferred to a Honolulu bound ship, 
Steamer Movements , (see Figure 6) , and notice of the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Co , (see Figure 7) show the 
SS ZEALANOIA departing for Honolulu September 27 , 1884 , 
t he next day . 

NEW YORK TIMES APRIL 11884 

P'igure 2 
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The Pacific Commercial Advert i ser for October 4 , 18'84 
( see Fi gure 8) shows the SS ZEALANDIA arriving on that 
date and is confirmed by an entry in the Postmaster 
General ' s Post Off ice Mail Log , On January 14 , 1885 , 
PMG Whitney wrote the Ameri-can Bank Note Co , that " the 
nine cases of postage stamp envelopes shipped via Cape 
Horn and San Francisco were received and f ound to be 

correct". 

DAILY ALTA CALI FORNIA 

San FrAnclaco .... ... ~ .... September 98, 188& 

aarr••etl· . 
Hept 25-Slmr Q"Det0n bf th\ e"cULr. AlHander. C,6 

houN from \"iclorla, •~i pue· and mdM, to Goodall, 
Perllln• A C'.o. · 

Stmr Humboldt. PAton,121 bo\UI. froiD Eureka; paa and 
tnd•. to SMr-lM A tit.one. 

Hlmr Su Vkonte, Oallagher,f boa.,_ Crom Sant.a Cruz; 
produef'. to Goodall, l'•"'lo• A , 

Br •hip_ PAtt.erdale, AIU.an. daJt from 1J"9rpool; 
md•, to Balfour, Oatbr1e & Co , 

Rblp Hllff712:on-o. 1darph7, 1 1 days from LlTeq>ool; . 
191'1 l<lu• coal,, to J D th,~el•! & Braa, 

_. 8b1p 01"fl80D, Menlm11n, l'la fa.JW from New York, ,ia 
CAIIIIO 48 dayw; md•, to Wlll111ea11 l>lmoDd. Oo. 

Ship lroqaol&. Ntoll:el•, 183 dajyw ~ Ll"rpool: 193' 
toaa cool, to J 1) ~pfflClu1l• & Broa. · 

Oor bark Theodore. lilaolunr, ~ c!a~ from Quayaqall1 
660 htaTw rona, to W Ilk lo• & Clo. . . 

Figure 3 

Jmw,oraaaloa._ 
' NF.W YOllJ< ... Por Uregoo-l'f ct book,, 9 whaln bnnt1 
10 half bhl11 hrandt, JI book c111e•. 2 <'fl o"r,J, 205 10a 

c9al, 2 c• c·a1-ti11 , 67 bdla rhalr 1,tock, 1115' b1111k~t.. H6 bhl 
•ll!IIPIJ l>Oltlt!M, fo empt1 harrel,, llOOi lJ<ll11 flah, ,1 COllk 
halt bhlN HID. U$4 hJ Is hondlng, 20,S,l coil, hooP'I, 6 
hn_)cl\\'nr", 4 Hhlf trqn. Udo Ink, 111D a,c• mnrble, S97 bbl. 
aol <'118 bu !'i6 pkg11 mt1n-han,lh10, 24 l,n marhh,ery, 2 ,t9 

· mouldlnll", 18 1,1,1~ 11 hair do n Qllart!9r dc> bolt• nn•I 
• 11ut11, ~4r. hhl<11 nil , 14t p,,. oak, 100 bl• ulil,aam, 111 bun,111 
)'A~r, ll;\O lihl1 hvoter, 1 bx paint., 2 11toum pum'-'11, 40 
CM ) •fllwlaum, l~S Ml11 plntea, !1(10 b1J clotbeMpln .. , t ca.-.e -
pr1nt~d mott.er,::?7 bbl,o n,m, !i~ do ro~tii, U!JJ 11t11el n&tl 
id l,,!J,. wnlnnt, il7' 11ka abot, 16,?IH bdl11 IIIA\'flll, 40 hnrrel 
~111r11r, 77 Jleijll ,l~•ikea, 10bl1114ddlery, t~ bbl.II 25 halt d 
whl!!kV. . · 

Figure 4 
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CONSIGNEE NOTICE 

ISU,-Ifalla11 DJU"k Pietro n.. Capt. Binetti. 
frum Genoa. .ltl clohzit qQtnat Ud ■ na ■ et mat be 
protPDtOl1 (Ill dupllOAt.) at th• omce of the UDdt'I'• 

■ iRD&d OD or bofonl TUnDAY, ~tamlMa- IO, l&M. 
or tbe, '(Ill DPI be a1lowe&L · I. JI. llYUS. 

ee2G !lo. to Oold I\J"Mt. 

~Sh. Oie,ioaiCapt..1. U. !lterrhnan,from 
Nt1wll'ork, will aomtDezSC• ~lw'Rloa u 8eoU011 a. 
leawal1

1 
Beplembet te, 188'. OoDalgDeaa will pl.,.. 

c&ll al 1.n1 ofloe of Lba a.ndoni'l'Ded. ~ Mlahl aD4 
rece!n their order'lf. .lll mvchandlee, •b• lande4 
on Cbe wb&rf, wilt b. a& the rid or Ule ownen· 
l!u,~t (witbnut reprd to \he weatia.r), and ll uol 
remc>Yed botore , o'clock •· x. of eeob claf, wtll be 
nonct ., UlfllJ', r1ak &Dd es:c,«?D•. 

ee,S WILLTAKS. DDIOND. ~ 00. 

Figure 5 

■ T~AB~K DOYED~KT&. 

TO ArutIV& 
ilfUO. ' l'n('III. D4ff 

B!nte of C~lforala ..... ,J>,,rt.nd •··•:-r-·•· ........ ~pt ~ 
:Nc•wlieru.o, ... . ... .... Medqan P orn .. ......... . 8-r,t 28 
Cl ty of . oti .. t.er ......... t ;ureu• •• ~ •• ; ... ......... Sept~ 
Lo11 AJlgelH ........ . .. .. Ran l'odro~ ••. ~ •• • • • ...... Sept 28 
~n Jo11e.~ .......... . ... l'nnama .• ; . " t ........... . Sept :IJ 

ilmln~ •• ••• • •.••. • Pnrzet SoundJ .... . ...... . . Oct 1 Cltt] l'ulng •••• , ••• ,.C,"hlnll and J11j,An • • : ... .... Oct 2 
M11J: l o .............. Victoria .. ~ ............ ;.~ .Oct 2 
(1tY t J;/1nv ... ; ...... Jlonolulo, AJ ldand, elC'.,.Oct e 
[in , ...... . .......... l>eporture Ba, .............. Oct 8 

·. TO l>J!.PAltl', 
f!410. JOR. '14TJ:. 

~ant a lfnlo ........... . ~nn Boona•e~tura ........ Sept 29 
lintnlloldt ... ... ..... .. .. Eureka• .. ~ .. ~ .. .......... Sel't 21 
Z4!Rlundla, ... ., ...... . .. Au1Lrl\lla. "f lDI Honolulu .• ~pt 21 ..,.. 
811nui Hoea . .. .... , . ... .. RIUl l>l11ga-............... B41vt IO 
Slnto of C~lifornla ...... Portland. I ... ~ .......... ,.<x,t 1 
Coliai11.: ••••••.• • ; .. , .•. l'nuomn .• ( •• j ••• , .. . .. .... Oct 1 
City or ijyt1ne7 .... .. .... llrugkoni:• . • , .... . .... .... Oct 'I ---- . 

•.be! wiJ port.a. 

Figure 6 
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PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CO , 

T~ ~~!IPANY'S 8TEU07R8 WILL;4& 

HONCKONC, vta YOKOHAMA 
otTY OF NEW YOBK ••• • ) •• •• ,;, .. , .. , . October 7t'l 
CITY OF P J:m,INO . ..... . . 1 ... .... ...... Octobor 1!1lll 

. . At '.l o' clock P. M. 
Excun1lon Ucketa to Yokohama and return t.l re-

dQcod rates. · 
For NEW YORK;: vta PANAMA• 

CO LIMA . . .. ..... . .. . . .. .... 1. ; .. . . . . . ...... OcWl>er lat 
At 10 o'clock A, M., 

Takitijl freigh t and pal'l&ens-r11 f or '!'ttAZA TLAN. ACA
P ULCO, Cll AMPEHICO, SAN JOSE DE GO~TE•~ 
MAL A, AOAJUTLA, LA LI.BE.RTAD a nd PUNTA' 
ARENAS. 

• ••• lr0 '4 • • • • · 

HONOLULU, AUCKLAND ._nd SYDNEY 
ZE.ALANDIA., . .. .... . ..... 8lltordaf11 September '.l7t.b 

at '.l o•c1oc..k P. "• · 
Or rmmedlau,17 on Rrrival of Ule Ens11eh Uaila. 

Figure 7 

PACIFIC COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER 

Figure 8 

This concludes t he research on the s hipping of t he 
f i rst issues of t he s t amped envelopes of Hawai i and 
their arri val in Honolulu . 
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PHILATELY AND THE NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE 

SOME HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

By Stephanie King 

The Post Office had been in existence in New Zealand 
for 15 years before the issue of the f irst New Zealand 
postage stamps in 1855. 

Establishing a Post Office was one of the first acts 
of Captain William Hobson, R.N., when he arrived at 
the Bay of Islands as Lieutenant-Governor in 1840. 

In 1850, a proclamation in the New Zealand Gazette 
gave notice of the Government 0 s intention to introduce 
stamps to prepay postage, but the young colony did 
not have the capacity to produce them. 

Even at Sydney , the quality of engraving for the 
plates was so inferior, that, when asked for advice , 
the New South Wales Postmaster- General suggested that 
the New Zealand authorities order the plates directly 
from England . 

This was done, but it was 1855 before the first "full 
faces" (London print) arrived, along with a press , 
plates and other equipment . 

The first printings of stamps in New Z~aland were 
made under contract by the Auckland printer Richardson, 
using his own equipment. 

Then, at the termination of the contract in 1862, John 
Davies was brought out from the English firm who pro
duced the first plates . Davies was appointed Govern
ment Printer~ and stamp printing was thus brought 
completely under Government control. 

The stamps were first printed in the Post Office, 
Auckland, where Davies experimented with different 
types of paper and many shades of color , 
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When the Government transferred to Wellingt on in 
1865 , the Stamp Printing Branch was attached to the 
Government Printing Office , and all stamps produced 
in New Zealand were printe~ there . Today, all stamps 
except the high value fiscals are printed overseas, 

The Post Office had to liaise for its stamp supplies 
with the Stamp Department, later called the Stamp 
Duties Department, which was set up apparently when 
stamps other than postage labels were introduced , 

Some officials in this department found requests from 
philatelists irksome, judging from memos on file , 
One written in 1888 reads: "These applications are 
of frequent occurrence and will shortly become a 
nuisance" , 

In 1901, a correspondent's request was answered "••• 
sets of New Zealand stamps cancelled by post- mark are 
never issued to collectors under any c i rcumstances" , 

Even the New Zealand Philatelic Society had request s 
refused, though the Postmaster- General was President 
at the t ime, In 1905, a request was forwarded by the 
High Commissioner (W, P , Reeves) to the Commissioner 
of Stamps, from the Fiscal Philatelic Society in the 
U, K, That also was declined, 

The introduction of universal penny postage on January 
1, 1901 was celebrated with much ceremony by the Post 
Office . The Postmaster- General , Sir Joseph Ward , had 
ordered the G,P,O, to be brilliantly illuminated and 
decorated, One of the "devices" used was a large 
reproduction of the new penny stamp, 

In Wellington alone ten thousand stamps were bought 
in the firs.t half hour of the Post Office's opening, 
by people keen to obtain copies postmarked on the 
first day of issue, These people would not all have 
been philatelis t , but the celebration would certainly 
have encouraged interest in the subject , 
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The Post Office became the issuing authority for 
stamps when it took over from the Stamp Duties De
partment in 1935 • 

••••• 
The stars gui ded men across the vast ocean 
to land fi s hed from the depths by a legendary 
god . Man found , in the col der sea, a country 
of contrasts ; high ice mount a i ns and arid 
sun-scorched coastal plains , sudden volcani c 
eruption and the eternal peace of earth, 
inhabited only by birds , bats and a few 
small reptiles ; a land of crystal water in 
fast flowing streams and placid lakes , 
lying in a temperate region where the ex
tremes of the seasons were mellowed by 
prevailing westerlies , Shellfish, berries , 
roots , fungi and fish made it a fruitful 
country and the Polynesians adapted to it, 
calling it Aotearoa -- land of the long 
white cloud . 

Then, Europeans , bringi ng new skills, came 
to work the land, and together , Polynesian 
and European, built a nation. 

New Zealand stamps tell of that great adven
ture . 
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