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AN EARLY ATTEMPT TO SPEED TRANSPACIFIC MAIL

By Don Duncan

In the early 1930's, consistent Transpacific flights
were still a few years off, and the mails still moved
slowly across the Pacific to and from Hawaii and the
mainland by steamship. This, of course, involved
several days' travel time, and considerable thought
was given as to how that time could be shortened for
time-critical mails.

In 1931, a plan was developed by the Los Angeles
Steamship Company to drop last-minute mail from an
airplane onto a ship already a day or two underway,
thereby trimming the crossing time. An experiment to
test this idea was conducted in January 1931 by the
Los Angeles Steamship Company.

The LASSCO flagship S.S. City of Los Angeles left her
San Pedro dock on Saturday, January 24, 1931, bound
for Honolulu. Fifteen minutes later, a Curtis-Wright
plare left its hangar at the Grand Central Air Terminal
at Glendale, California, fifty miles from San Pedro.
The plane flew to the harbor and then followed the
City of Los Angeles well out to sea. (Figure 1)

On board was a specially constructed waterproof and
floatational mailbag carrying 12,527 covers sent in
by collectors for the occasion. The bag itself was
inscribed "First/Pacific Coast/Shore-to-Ship/
Experimental/Flight/January 24, 1931".

Major C. C. Moseley, winner of the first Pulitzer
race and head of Curtis-Wright operations in Los
Angeles, was in charge of the aerial details of the
experiment. Captain Fred I. Hamma, Master of the
City of Los Angeles was in charge of the steamship
end of the airmail transfer. Lt. Comdr. EarleOving-
ton, America's first airmail pilot, was flight
commander and co-pilot of the tri-motored Ford plane.
Hal Sweet, line pilot for the Ford Motor Company was



Pilot. Ed Cunningham, field manager at the Grand
Central Air Terminal, dropped the bag.
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According to the LASSCO Log, February 1931, the pur-
pose of the experimental flight was not simply to
drop a bag of mail onto a moving steamship. The main
object of the experiment was to transfer mail from an
airplane to a steamship underway in a manner which
insured complete safety of the mail, whether it hit
the deck or fell into the sea.

Thus the need for a waterproof and floating mailbag.
Such a bag was designed and constructed specifically
for this test by Steve Lindo, LASSCO Marine Superin-
tendent, and Al Fabel, Port engineer.

At three minutes after 1 P.M., just hours after leav-
ing the dock in San Pedro, Ed Cunningham released the
bag of airmail from the door of the plane. It missed
the swimming pool of the City of Los Angeles by a few
feet and fell into the sea. Within five minutes,
however, it had been recovered by a launch and passed
to the deck of the liner as it continued on its way
to Hawaii. Demonstrating the success of the mailbag,
almost no moisture entered the container during its
five minutes afloat.

A biue—green cachet (Figure 2) commemorating the

(Figure 2)



experimental flight was applied to all of the 12,527
covers carried, as well as several signature stamps
of those involved in the experiment.

A1l of the covers had been backstamped by ship cancel
January 24, 1931, and upon reaching Honolulu (after
six days) were cancelled by the Honolulu Post Office
on January 30, 1931, and reentered the mail stream
there.

As well, every cover that the author has seen is
numbered on back by a blue stamp.

One cover in the author's collection is addressed to
Steve Lindo of LASSCO (co-designer of the mail bag)
and bears an additional hand stamp honoring "Earle
Ovington - Santa Barbara, Cal. / First U. S. Air Mail
Pilot / Flying since 1911". It bears the stamped
signatures on the frontof Moseley, and on the back of
Hamma and Richard H. Robinson, Purser. It bears
#12250. (Figures 3 and 4)

Of course with the advent of the China Clipper, and
Transpacific airmail within just a few short years,
this idea quickly grew outdated.

However, in this year of the 50th anniversary of the

China Clipper, it is interesting to take a quick look
back at this early attempt to speed the mainland-to-

Hawaii crossing for mail.
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GUAM COVERS BRING HIGH PRICES

By Lloyd H. Flickinger

The auction of Daniel F. Kelleher of Boston
in February 1985 contained 42 lots of Guam covers.
This is the largest quantity of Guam covers ever
sold in auction.

The 42 lots brought $37,245, or an average
of $887.50 per lot, to which a buyer's premium
of 10% was added.

The cover pictured on the opposite page was
the most expensive lot. It is a cover with Guam
15¢, 50¢, $1.00, and Special Delivery stamps.

It is probably the only one known.

The dealer's estimated cash value was
$4,000. But, it sold for $7,000 to which the
buyer had to pay the 10% premium.

The second most expensive cover was a cover
to Saipan with a 50¢ stamp and a manuscript can-
cellation. It is probably the only manuscript
cancel known from Guam. The cover's estimated
cash value was $2,000, but it sold for $6,500.

The first day covers of the first two Guam
Guard Mail stamps brought $600 and $650 each.






SHIPPING DATA ON HAWAII'S ENVELOPES

By Albert J. Schwalm

Ever since writing about the delivery of the first issue

of the stamped envelopes of Hawaii in "The Postal

Stationery of Hawaii" on page 75, 1 have tried to recon-

cile why different dates were reported.

I found there is no short cut to just plain digging
out this kind of data from original sources. It is
regretted that my own survey preliminary to writing
my treatise failed to uncover earlier information re-
ported in newspapers with which I was previously
unacquainted. Through the help of my philatelic
friends, documentary evidence is now provided.

Walter M. Gifford, Brewster C. Kenyon and Charles F.
Richards indicated in their writings that the delivery
date of the envelopes was April 8, 1884, being the date
of a letter in the files of The American Bank Note Co.

The invoices illustrated on pages 116-117 of my book
show the envelopes were shipped on March 27, 1884,
Exhibit G-1 shows five cases being transported by the
SS ACAPULCO and nine cases in Exhibit G-2 by the SS
OREGON. According to the New York Journal of Commerce
for March 27, 1884, the SS ACAPULCO was to sail on
April 1, 1884 and the SS OREGON was loading rapidly.
(See Figure 1)

The mail for Hawaii aboard the SS ACAPULCO for San
Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama was transferred
upon reaching San Francisco to the SS MARIPOSA. The
MARIPOSA, having docked in Honolulu on June 9, 1884
according to the Postmaster General's Post Office Mail
Log, brought the five cases of envelopes.

The New York Times for April 1, 1884 indicated the
SS OREGON cleared for sailing. (See Figure 2) The
Daily Alta California for September 26, 1884 shows
the SS OREGON arrived San Francisco 175 days from New
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York via Calao (Peru) 48 days. (See Figure 3) The
manifest, (see Figure 4), includes nine cases of

printed matter. The Consignee Notice, (see Figure 5),
shows that the SS OREGON would commence discharging on
September 26, 1884 and that all merchandise, when landed
on the wharf, would be at the risk of the owners.

It is apparent that the merchandise for Hawaii was im-
mediately transferred to a Honolulu bound ship.

Steamer Movements, (see Figure 6), and notice of the
Pacific Mail Steamship Co. (see Figure 7) show the

SS ZEALANDIA departing for Honolulu September 27, 1884,
the next day.

NEW YORK TIMES APRIL 1 1884
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The Pacific Commercial Advertiser for October 4, 1884
(see Figure 8) shows the SS ZEALANDIA arriving on that
date and is confirmed by an entry in the Postmaster
General's Post Office Mail Log. On January 14, 1885,
PMG Whitney wrote the American Bank Note Co. that "the
nine cases of postage stamp envelopes shipped via Cape
Horn and San Francisco were received and found to be
correct".

DAILY ALTA CALIFORNIA

i ———
Ban Francisco............Beptember 26, 1884

Arrived.

Hept 28—Stmr Queen bf thq Paclic. Alexander. C3
hours from Victoris, etp; pass’ and mdse, to Goodall,
Perkins & Co.

Stmr Humboldt, Paton, 21 hours froin Eureka; pass and
mdee, to Banrles & btone. _

Hmr Ban Vicente, Osllagher, {2 hours {rom Banta Cruz;
R - —

ra nt ale, son, m Live 5
mdee, to 1!0;;1. Guthrie & Co| L4 ‘ L4

Rhip Harry Morse, Morphy, 1 ays from vegpool; .
1917 tous coal, to J I) Bpreckels! & Bros.

— B8bip Oregon, Merriman, 178 days from New York, via
Callro 48 days; mdwe, to Willlaws Dimond & Co,

Bhip Iroquois, Nickels, 1583 days fram Liverpool; 300
tons coal, to J D RApreckeln & Bros,

Qer bark Theodore. Mankow, 5l days from Guaraqull;
650 hgs corma, to Wilkins & Co,

Figure 3

Imporiasions,
* NFW YOILK = Por Uregon—14 cu books, ® whaln bant
10 half bhia brandy, 11 book cuser, 2 ca onrids, 205 10n
coal, 2 cn carting=, 57 bdls chalr stock, 85 baskets M8 bhi
empty bottles, 890 empty barrels, 360, Ldls fish, ;1 cusk
haif bbils gin, 484 bdls honding, 2'0,351 toils hoopa, 6
wdwnr-. 4 thile ivon. 44 do ink, 341 Bci mnarble, 537 b
cn 78 bxn 55 pkgs morchandino, 24 Law machinery, 24

mouldings, 18 bbls 11 half do 12 gnarier do bolta nnx
-nnts, 246 bitla oil, 144 prw oak, 10 bls vakum, 1Y bundl
paper, 830 Lbls (Elml-r. 1bx paint, 2 staam pumpns, 40
cw potroleum, 1033 hdls plates, 300 bad clothespinm, 8 casep
printed motter, 27 bbls yum, 550 do rosin, 2893 wteel rull
48 bdls wninut, 174 ska shot, 16,261 bdis staves, 40 barrel
m;’nia;. 77 ke g ppikes, 10 bls saddlery, 494 bLls 25 haif de
whiaky.

Figure 4



CONSIGNEE NOTICE

Fm- Ifallan Barlk Pletro 1., Capt. Minettl,
rom Genoa. All clpims againss tihds vessel must be
prosentod (in dauplicate) at the ofice of ths under-
wignéd on or beford TUESDAY, Beptomber 30, 1534,
or they will not be allowed. L. Ji. MYERS,
No. 20 Gold street.

se20

a'ﬂih. Oregon,Capt. J. H. Merriman, from
New]Tork, will commence digobarging st Bection 4,
Beawnll, Beptamber 28, 1884. Conalgnecs will Eluu
call at office of mandoulqmg]:y trelght and
receive their orders. All merchan , Whem landed
on the wharf, will be at the risk of the owners’
thereof (without regard to the weather), and if uot
removed bofore 4 o'clock ». M. of sach day, will be
stored at thelr riak and expenne,

sels WILLTAMEB DIMORD & 0O.

Figure 5

BTEANENR MOVEMENTS.

TO ARRIVE,
MNAME, i FnoM. DATR
Blate of Cplifornla..... Portland . ..corcivnnnina. . Hopt 28

N(.‘"’.moo. wataw ao-nu-“ax* II!-'D ...cln--oocor‘ﬁtﬂ
City of Obester.........Koreka®. .| .. Q...........Sept 28
Lon Angelen.............Ro0 Pedro®. . ... 000 cuuee. Sept 28

W0 JOM.useicnrcassasss PADAMAB. ;caspasassssssssBopt 3
ilmington .....0 veuees Puget Bound|............ Oct 1
City of Pexlng....,. ....China and Jopnn, .........0ct 2
MORIf0. Lssass sanp 050 VICLOPRB i cunhsssnsnnssjudiOCt 9
Clty t Hyidngy.......... Honolulo, Augkland, ete.,.Uct 8
Em Cuoaine an.o.-unmpnﬂufﬁl ....--‘...---.UGI B

; TO DEPART.

Raws. YOR. NATE.
Ranta Maria.,... essess.8nn Buonaventura....... Sept 28
Jinmvoldt.....ouvsnere Eureka®, ;. ouie cavensn., Bopt 27
Zealondle, . 00, essssscAustralia, vio| Honolulu, .Bept 27+
Banto Ross.......4......Bun Dh:fo'..;............ﬂoptﬂ
Btate of Culiforaia,.....Portland.|.. Oct 1
ColimA. /i .ovviviineas Punama, .|, ..0ct 1
Clty of Bydney,,........Urogkong®. ,f..cveeeee-nas Oct 7

*And way ports.

Figure 6



PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CO.

HOE COMPANY'S SBTCAMFRS WILL ;ﬁ
2

sall for
HONCKONSC wnYDKOHAMA
CITY OF NEW YOBK L e 8 October 7th

CITY OF PEEING....0eeisessessessasOCtObOr 1610
At 2 o'clock P, M.

Excursion ticketsto Yokohamsa und refurn at re-

doced rates.
For NEW YORKEK,; via PANAMA,

COLIM KL ciaiei s susnsaannansiovrisnsasmises Jotobor 18t
: At 10 o'clock A, M.,

Taking freight and passangers for MAZATLAN, ACA-

PULCO, CHAMPERICO, SBAN JOSE DE GUATB*..

fﬁfﬁAéOAJUTLA m LIBERTAD and POUNTA

ss0n TOR isss
HONOLULD, AUCK.I:AND and SYDNEY

ZEALANDIA...............Batarday, Beptember 27th
a!. 2 o'ciock P, M,
Or Immedlately on arrival of the English Malls,

Figure 7

PACIFIC COMMERCIAL ADVERTISER

OF HONOLUIU. H. I

- — ———

ARRIVALS.
HaTURDAY, October 4.

Zealandia, Webber, ¢ days and 18

Bseganship
hoara frem Han Framcieoco
Stay Kin u, King, from Mauil aad Haewall.
Likelike, Lorensen, from mm:n. Pekoo

Figure 8

This concludes the research on the shipping of the
first issues of the stamped envelopes of Hawaii and
their arrival in Honolulu.



PHILATELY AND THE NEW ZEALAND POST OFFICE --
SOME HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS

By Stephanie King

The Post 0Office had been in existence in New Zealand
for 15 years before the issue of the first New Zealand
postage stamps in 1855.

Establishing a Post Office was one of the first acts
of Captain William Hobson, R.N., when he arrived at
the Bay of Islands as Lieutenant-Governor in 1840,

In 1850, a proclamation in the New Zealand Gazette
gave notice of the Government®s intention to introduce
stamps to prepay postage, but the young colony did

not have the capacity to produce them.

Even at Sydney, the quality of engraving for the
plates was so inferior, that, when asked for advice,
the New South Wales Postmaster-General suggested that
the New Zealand authorities order the plates directly
from England.

This was done, but it was 1855 before the first "full
faces" (London print) arrived, along with a press,
plates and other equipment.

The first printings of stamps in New Zealand were
made under contract by the Auckland printer Richardson,
using his own equipment.

Then, at the termination of the contract in 1862, John
Davies was brought out from the English firm who pro-
duced the first plates. Davies was appointed Govern-
ment Printer, and stamp printing was thus brought
completely under Government control.

The stamps were first printed in the Post Office,
Auckland, where Davies experimented with different
types of paper and many shades of color.



When the Government transferred to Wellington in
1865, the Stamp Printing Branch was attached to the
Government Printing Office, and all stamps produced
in New Zealand were printed there. Today, all stamps
except the high value fiscals are printed overseas.

The Post Office had to liaise for its stamp supplies
with the Stamp Department, later called the Stamp
Duties Department, which was set up apparently when
stamps other than postage labels were introduced.

Some officials in this department found requests from
philatelists irksome, judging from memos on file.

One written in 1888 reads: '"These applications are
of frequent occurrence and will shortly become a
nuisance".

In 1901, a correspondent's request was answered "...
sets of New Zealand stamps cancelled by post-mark are
never issued to collectors under any circumstances'.

Even the New Zealand Philatelic Society had requests

refused, though the Postmaster-General was President

at the time. In 1905, a request was forwarded by the
High Commissioner (W. P. Reeves) to the Commissioner

of Stamps, from the Fiscal Philatelic Society in the

U. K« That also was declined.

The introduction of universal penny postage on January
1, 1901 was celebrated with much ceremony by the Post
Office. The Postmaster-General, Sir Joseph Ward, had
ordered the G.P.0. to be brilliantly illuminated and
decorated. One of the "devices" used was a large
reproduction of the new penny stamp.

In Wellington alone ten thousand stamps were bought
in the first half hour of the Post 0ffice's opening,
by people keen to obtain copies postmarked on the
first day of issue. These people would not all have
been philatelist, but the celebration would certainly
have encouraged interest in the subject.



The Post Office became the issuing authority for
stamps when it took over from the Stamp Duties De-
partment in 1935.

ate ale afae wla als ate e ate
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The stars guided men across the vast ocean

to land fished from the depths by a legendary
god. Man found, in the colder sea, a country
of contrasts; high ice mountains and arid
sun-scorched coastal plains, sudden volcanie
eruption and the eternal peace of earth,
inhabited only by birds, bats and a few

small reptiles; a land of crystal water in
fast flowing streams and placid lakes,

lying in a temperate region where the ex-
tremes of the seasons were mellowed by
prevailing westerlies. Shellfish, berries,
roots, fungi and fish made it a fruitful
country and the Polynesians adapted to it,
calling it Aotearoa -- land of the long

white cloud.

Then, Europeans, bringing new skills, came
to work the land, and together, Polynesian
and European, built a nation.

New Zealand stamps tell of that great adven-
ture.



