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HAWAII TOWN MARK IDENTIFIER
Kay H Hoke

How many of you have had that Town mark in which you
could see maybe two or three consecutive letters but nothing
else clearly? If those letters were maybe AHA or AWA what
town might this be? There are eight and seven towns
respectively that match the examples. So how does one
determine what town is probably correct or in fact what are
the possible towns? One of the first thing that most do is to
pull out the Meyer-Harris or Burns books and flip to the
alphabetical listing of town marks. And then the fun starts,
for both of these publications list the towns by island only. So
one has to search through each island to be sure of the
identification. Of course if there is any indication on the town
mark of the island the searching is much less. Also, where in
the town mark are the three letters located? If at the front or
the end the process is fairly easy, however if in the middle
somewhere it can be very difficult to determine.

To address this problem I constructed sometime back a list of
all of the town marks in Hawaii from the earliest Monarchy
days to the end of the Republic and then alphabetized the list.
In this past year with the Po’olekas’ revival I felt the list
would be nice to publish, especially after Louis Loucks
indicated he planned to do a comprehensive series on the post
offices of Hawaii. In cooperation with Lou, I constructed the
list from towns and postmasters found in Meyer-Harris, both
volumes of Burns "Additions to Hawaiian Postal History",
and the volumes of "Thrums Annual" (1875-1901). There are
a few spelling differences in these sources but hopefully what
we have has the generally accepted spellings.

On the next few pages you will find the lists. To use the list
take the two or three consecutive letters you can identify and
scan the middle columns to see what possible matches there



might be. When there is more than one match you look at the
remainder of the cancel and the various possible towns to see
what is the best match. Various items about the town mark
can be used to generally identify the proper town. To use the
first example AHA lets look at the possibilities from the
table.

1 HALE AHA Oahu
2 K AHA KULOA Maui
3 K AHA LUU Oahu
4 KALUA AHA Molokai
KEK AHA Kauai
L AHA INA Maui
L AHA INA SUGAR CO. Maui
P AHA LA Hawaii

5
6
.
8

Notice there are no towns with these letters at the beginning.
If at the end there are three possibilities, #1, #4 & #5. Now
all of you hope it is #1 as no strikes have been reported from
Haleaha and we all want to find a new strike. If you can find
something else to identify the island then it is easy to
determine if it is #4 or #5. If the letters are someplace in the
middle then we are left with #2, #3, #6, #7 or #8. Any
additional letters should allow you to identify which of these
five. Once again the hope is high that it is either #2, #3 or #7
as no strikes have been reported from these locations. Happy
Hunting!



Selecied 3 Letters island p 1
OL AA PLANTATION Hawall
K AAA WA Oahu
KALU AAH A Molokal
K AAL AEA Oahu’
M AAL AEA Maul®
N AAL EHU Hawall
PAP AAL OA Hawall
K AAN APALI Maul®
P AAU HAU Hawall
P AAU ILO , Hawall
P AAU ILO MILL Hawall’
K AAW ALOA Hawall® |
. KA AAW A Oahu
LAUPAHOEHOE BE ACH Rawall
KAAL AEA Oahu®
MAAL AEA Maul®
KUKUIH AEL E Hawall
HALE AHA Oahu’
K AHA KULOA Maul®
K AHA LUU Oahu’
KALUA AHA Molokal
KEK AHA Kaual
L AHA INA Maul
L AHA INA SUGAR CO. Maul®
P AHA LA Hawail
N AHI KU Maul
PE AHI Maul
W AHI AWA Oahu
AN AHO LA Kaual’
LAUP AHO EHOE Hawall
LAUP AHO EHOE BEACH Hawall
LAUP AHO EHOE PLANTATION Hawall®
WAl AHO LE Oahu
K AHU KU Oahu
K AHU LUI Maul
KIP AHU LU Maul
M AHU KONA Hawall
WAIP AHU Oahu
KUK AIA U MILL CO Hawail®




Selected 3 Letters

lsland p 2

P AIA Maui
W AIA HOLE Oahu
W AIA KOA Maui
W AIA LUA Oahu
W AIA LUA PLANTATION Oahu®
W AIA NAE Oahu
AIE A Oahu
L AIE Oahu
KAW AIH AE Hawail
P AIH IIHI Mauf®
W AIH EE Maui
H AIK U Maul
H AIK USUGAR CO, Maui®
PAP AIK OU Hawall
W AIK ANE Oahu
K AIL UA Hawall
W AIL UKU Maui
W AIM ANALO Oahu
W AIM EA Hawall
W AIM EA Kaual
K AIN ALIU Hawail
LAH AIN A Maui
LAH AIN A SUGAR CO. -| Maul®
MOUNT AIN VIEW Hawall’
W AIO HINU Hawalil
W AIO LE Kaual*
W AIP AHU Oahu
W AIP IO Hawail
KE AW A Hawaii’
H AKA LAU Hawali
HAM AKA UA Hawaii'
HAM AKA UA MILL Hawaii*
KAUN AKA KAl Molokal
KAUNAK AKA | Molokal
M AKA WAO Maul
M AKA WELI Kauai
KEAL AKE KUA Hawaii
M AKE NA Maui
WAI AKO A Maui




Selected 3 Letters

Island p 3
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Selected 3 Letters Island p4
HAMAKAU A M ILL Hawaii®
H AMA KAUA Hawail
H AMA KAUA MILL Hawail’
H AMA KUAPOKO Maul
K AMA LO Molokai
H AMO A Maui
ANA HOLA Kaual’
H ANA Maul
H ANA LEI Kaual
H ANA PEPE Kauai
KA ANA PALI Maui®
KALAP ANA Hawall
KE ANA E Maui
L ANA | Lanai*
M ANA Kaual
M ANA RANCH Kauai®
WAl ANA E Oahu
WAIM ANA LO Oahu
MANAR ANC H Kaual’
K ANE OHE Oahu
WAIK ANE Oahu
VOLC ANO HOUSE Hawall
HUELO PL ANT ATION Maul®
LAUPAHOEHOE PL ANT ATION Hawail® |
OLAA PL ANT ATION Hawall
WAIALUA PL ANT ATION Oahu’
OLA A P LANTATION Hawali
WAIALU A P LANTATION Oahu?
K APA A Kaual
'K APA PALA Hawall
KAAN APA LI Maul®
KAL APA NA Hawali
KALAUP APA [Molokal® |
KAP APA LA Hawall
P APA ALOA Hawall
P APA IKOU Hawail
HAN APE PE Kaual
HAMAKU APO KO Maul
HONU APO Hawail
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Maul®
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Maui®

Maui®

Hawail
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Selecied 3 Letters Isiand p 8
PAT HIl HI Maul
NA HIK U Maul
HIL EA Hawall
HIL O Hawall
WAIO HIN U Hawali
LAUPA HOE HOE Hawall
LAUPA HOE HOE BEACH Hawall
LAUPA HOE HOE PLANTATION [Hawall” |
LAUPAHOE HOE Hawall
LAUPAHOE HOE BEACH Hawall
LAUPAHOE HOE PLANTATION HawallF |
PO HOI Kl Hawaii
HOL UALOA Hawail
ANA HOL A Kaual®
WAIA HOL E Oahu
HON OKAA Hawali
HON OKOHAU Maul’
HON OKOWAI Maul®
HON OLUA Maur’
HON OLULU Oahu
HON OMU Hawall
HON OMUNI Molokal®
HON ouLIULI *[Oahu
HON UAPO Hawall
HOO KENA Hawail
HOO PULOA Hawalii
KEAU HOU Hawall
VOLCANO HOU SE Rawall
HUD SONVILLE Maur®
HUE LO Maul
HUE LO PLANTATION Maur’
LI HUE Kaual
PUE HUE HU Hawalil
KA HUK U Oahu
MA HUK ONA Hawali
KA HUL UI Maul
KIPA HUL U Maul
WA IAH OLE Oahu
WA |AK OA Maui




Selected 3 Letters Island p 8|
WA AL UA Qahu
WA IAL UA PLANTATION Oahu’
WA AN AE Oahu
KUKA IAU MILL CO [Hawall' |
WAH AW A Oahu
A IEA Qahu
MOUNTAIN V IEW Hawall
KAWA I|HA E Hawall
KUKU IHA ELE Rawall -
NI IHA U [Nihau™ |
K IHE | Maul
WA IHE E Maul
PA IHI IHI Maur®
PAIHI [HI Mau
L IHU E Kaual
N IIH AU Nihau® |
PAIH IIH | Maul®
WA IKA NE Oahu
POHO IKI Hawail
PAPA IKO U Hawall
HA IKU Maul
HA IKU SUGAR CO. Maul®
NAH KU Maul
K ILA UEA Kaual
H ILE A Hawalii
NAW ILI  wiLl Kaualr |
NAWILIW  ILI [Kaval” |
HAMAKAUA M ILL Hawall’
HUDSONV ILL E Maul®
KUKAIAUM ILL €O Rawai- ||
PAAUILOM ILL Hawall®
SPRECKLESV ILL E Maul
TORBERTSV ILL E Maul®
H ILO Rawail
PAAU ILO _ Rawail
PAAU ILO MILL Hawali®
KA ILU A Hawall
WA ILU KU Maul
WA IMA NALO Oahu




Selected 3 Letters Island p 10||
WA IME A Hawall -
WA IME A Kaual
MOUNTA IN VIEW Rawail'
KA INA LIV Hawall
LAHA INA Maul
LAHA INA SUGAR CO. Maul®
EMEL INE Hawall'
PEN INS ULA Oahu
WAIOH INU Rawall
WA I0H INU Rawall
WA IOL E Kaual®
HUELO PLANTAT ION Maul”
LAUPAHOEHOE PLANTAT ION Hawali© |
OLAA PLANTAT ION Hawall
WAIALUA PLANTAT [ON Oahu’
K IPA HULU Maul
WA IPA HU Oahu
WA IPI O Hawall
PEARLC ITY Oahu’
HONOUL UL | Oahu
KEA WA Hawalil'
NAWIL 1wl LI Kauar ||
KAA AWA Oahu
KAA LAEA Qahu*
KAA NAPALI Maui®
KAA WALOA Hawall®
HONO KAA Hawall
KAH AKULOA Maulr |
KAH ALUU Oahu’
KAH UKU Oahu
KAH ULUI Maul
HONO KOH AU Maul®
KE KAH A Kaual
KAl LUA Hawall
KAl NALIU Hawail
KAUNAKA KAl Motokal
KU KAl AUMILL CO Hawaiic |
KAL APANA Hawall
KAL AUPAPA Moloka




Selected'3 Letters Island p 11
KAL AWAO Molokal® |
KAL EPOLEPO Maul*
KAL UAAHA Molokali
KAL UKALU Hawall’ |
HA KAL AU Hawall
KALU KAL U Hawali®
00 KAL A Hawall
KAM ALO Molokal
KAN EOHE Oahu
WAl KAN E Oahu
KAP AA Kaual
KAP APALA Hawail
KAP OHO Hawail’
KAU Hawaii'
KAU NAKAKAI Molokal
KAU PAKUEA Hawali®
KAU PO Maul
HAMA KAU A Hawail
HAMA KAU A MILL Hawali®
KAW AIHAE Hawali
MA KAW AO Maul
MA KAW ELI Kaual
KEA AU Hawaii
KEA IWA Hawaii’
KEA LAKEKUA Hawail
KEA LIA Kaual
KEA NAE Maui
KEA UHOU Hawail
KEO KEA Maui®
KEK AHA Kaual
KEALA KEK UA Hawail *
HOO KEN A Hawall
MA KEN A Mauli
KEO KEA Maui*
KEO MUKU - Lanal
KIH El Maul
KIL AUEA Kaual
KIP AHULU Maul
SPREC KLE SVILLE Maul




Selected 3 Letters Island p 12
WAIA KOA Maul
KOH ALA Hawall
KOL OA Kaual
MAHU KON A Hawall
KOO LAU [T
PU KOO Molokal
PAPAI KOU Hawall
HONO KOW Al Tar 3
HAI KU SUGAR CO. ‘Maulr - |
KUA LOA Oahu’
HAMA KUA POKO Maul
KEALAKE KUA Hawalil
ULUPALA KUA Maul
KAUPA KUE A Hawali"
KU KUl HAELE Hawall
KUK AIAU MILL CO Hawall®
KUK UIHAELE Hawalil
KUL A Maul®
KAHA KUL OA [(Maul |
O LAA Hawall
O LAA PLANTATION Hawail
KAA LAE A Oahu®
MAA LAE A -[ Maul®
LAH AINA Maui
LAH AINA SUGAR CO. Maui*
LAl E Oahu
KEA LAK EKUA Hawall
ULUPA LAK UA Maul
LAN Al Lanalr |
HUELO P LAN TATION Maul? |
LAUPAHOEHOE P LAN TATION Hawail*
OLAAP LAN TATION Hawali
WAIALUAP LAN TATION Oahu’
KA LAP ANA Hawall
LAU PAHOEHOE Hawalil
LAU PAHOEHOE BEACH Hawall
LAU PAHOEHOE PLANTATION [Hawai® |
HAKA LAU Hawail
KA LAU PAPA Molokal®




Selected 3 Letters Island p 13
KI LAU EA Kaual
KOO LAU Maui®
HA LAW A Hawail
KA LAW AO [Molokal”® |
PEAR L C ITY Oahu’
VO LCA NO HOUSE Hawal
HA LEA HA Oahu’
HI LEA Hawall
E LEE LE Kaual
NAA LEH U Rawail
HANA LEI Kaual
KA LEP OLEPO Maulr |
KALEPO LEP O Maul” |
SPRECK LES VILLE Maui
KEA LIA Kaual
LIH UE Kaual
EME LIN E Hawail'
HONOU LIU U Oahu
KAINA LIU Hawall
NAWI LIW ILI KaualF |
HUDSONVI LLE Maul®
SPRECKLESVI LLE Maul
TORBERTSVI LLE Maul®
HUE LO PLANTATION Maul®
PAAUI LO MILL Hawall’
HOLUA LOA Hawall
HOOPU LOA Hawall
KAAWA LOA [Rawal® |
KAHAKU LOA Maul
KO LOA Kaual
KUA LOA Oahu® -
MO LOA A Kaual®
PAPAA LOA Rawalil
HO LUA LOA Hawail
HONO LUA [Maul” |
KA LUA AHA Molokal
KAl LUA Hawall
WAIA LUA Oahu
WAIA LUA PLANTATION Oahu’




Selected 3 Letters Island p 14
KAHU LUI Maul
KA LUK ALU Hawail*
WAI LUK U Maul
HONO LUL U Oahu
U LUP ALAKUA Maul
KAHA LUU Oahu*
PUNA LUU Hawail
PUNA LUU Oahu
O LUW ALV Maul®
MAA LAEA Maui
MAH UKONA Hawail
MAK AWAO Maul
MAK AWELI" Kaual
MAK ENA Maul
HA MAK AUA Hawall’
HA MAK AUA MILL Hawali® .
HA MAK UAPOKO Maul
KA MAL © Molokal
MAN A Kaual
MAN A RANCH Kaual®
WAI MAN ALO Qahu
ONO MEA Hawai® |
WAI MEA Hawail
WAI MEA Kaual
E MEL INE Hawaii'
HAMAKAUA MIL L Hawaii*
KUKAIAU MIL LCO Hawail®
PAAUILO MIL L [Hawai® |
HA MOA Maui
MOL OAA [Kava® |
MOU NTAIN VIEW Hawail’
KEO MUK U Lanali
HONO MUN | Molokal®
LAHAI NA SUGAR CO. Maul®
MA NA RANCH Kaual*
NAA LEHU Hawail
KEA NAE Maul
WAIA NAE Oahu
NAH IKU Maul




lsland p 15|

A NAH OLA KaualF |
LA NAI Tanal” |
KAU NAK AKAI Molokal
KAUNA NAK Al Molokal
HA NAL El Kaual
KAl NAL IU Hawall
PU NAL UU Hawall
PU NAL UU Oahu -
WAIMA NAL O Oahu
NAP OOPOQO - Hawail
HA NAP EPE Kaual
KAA NAP ALl Maur®
NAW ILIWILI Kaual®
MANA RA NCH Kaual®
KA NEO HE Oahu
NIl HAU [Nihau” |
PE NIN SULA Oahu
VOLCA NO HOUSE Hawail
HO NOK AA Hawall
HO NOK OHAU (Maul® |
HO NOK OWAI Maul®
HO NOL UA Maul®
HO NOL ULU Oahu
HO NOM U Hawall
HO NOM UNI Molokal®
O NOM EA [Rawal® |
HO NOU LIULI Oahu
PENI NSU LA Oahu
HUELO PLA NTA TION Maul”
LAUPAHOEHOE PLA NTA TION Hawall© |
MOU NTA IN VIEW Hawall'_
OLAAPLA NTA TION Hawall
WAIALUA PLA NTA TION Oahu”
HO NUA PO Rawall
NUU Maul*
MOUNTAI N V IEW Hawail'
HUDSO NVI LLE ‘Maul® |
MOL OAA Kaual®
LAUPAHOEH OE BEACH Hawail




Selected 3 Letters
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CAUPAHOEH OE PLANTATION
LAUPAH OEH OE
LAUPAH OEH OE BEACH
LAUPAH OEH OE PLANTATION
HONOK OHA U
VOLCAN O H OUSE

K OHA LA
KANE OHE
WAl OHI NU
KAP OHO
P OHO IKI
POH OIK |
HON OKA A
HON OKO HAU
0 OKA LA
HO OKE NA
KE OKE A
HAMAKUAP OKO
HON OKO WAI
OLA A
OLA A PLANTATION
ANAH OLA
KO OLA U
V OLC ANO HOUSE
KALEP OLE PO
WAl OLE
WAIAH OLE
K OLO A
M OLO AA
OLU WALU
H OLU ALOCA
HON OLU A
HON OLU LU
PAAUIL O M ILL
ON OME A
HON OMU
HON OMU NI
KE OMU KU
MAHUK ONA

Hawall*

Hawail

Hawail

Hawail*

Maui®

Hawail

Hawall

Oahu

Hawall

Hawali’

Hawall

Hawall

Hawali

Maul*

Hawali

Hawall

Maul’

Maul

Maul*®

Hawali

Hawalii

Kaual

{ Maui®

Hawail

Maui®

Kauai®

Oahu

Kaual

Kaual®

Maui®

Hawail

Maul®

Oahu

Hawaii®

Hawail*

Hawalil

Molokal®

Lanal

Hawalil
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Rawall®

Hawaii

Maul®

Maui*

Maul’

Oahu

Hawali
Molokal®

Oahu

Hawali

Maul®

Hawaii

Hawall

Maui®

Hawalil

Hawaii

Maui*

Hawaii

Hawaii

Maul®

Oahu

Hawaii'

Hawaii

Maui*

Hawaii

Hawali

Hawali®

Kauai

Hawaii

Hawaii

Maui

Hawal

Hawai

Hawail®

Oahu

Maul

Maui®

Hawall

Hawali’
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KAANA PAL | Maul®
KAPA PAL A Hawail
ULU PAL AKUA Maul
KALA PAN A Hawail
PAP AALOA Hawail
PAP AIKOU Hawall
KA PAP ALA Hawall
KALAU PAP A Molokai”
PAU WELA Maul®
PEA HI Maui
PEA RL CITY Oahu*
* PEN INSULA Oahu
HANA PEP E Kaual
WAI PIO Hawalil
HUELO PLA NTATION Maul®
LAUPAHOEHOE PLA NTATION [Hawall® |
OLAA PLA NTATION Hawali
WAIALUA PLA NTATION Oahu®
POH OIKI Hawali
KA POH O Hawali’
HAMAKUA POK O Maul
KALE POL EPO Maul
NA POO POO Hawall
NAPOO POO Hawaii
S PRE CKLESVILLE Maul
PUE HUEHU Hawail
PUK 00 Molokal
HOO PUL OA Hawaii
PUN ALUU Hawaii
PUN ALUU Oahu
" MANA RAN CH Kaual®
TO RBE RTSVILLE Maul®
SP REC KLESVILLE Maui
PEA RL CITY Oahu*
TORBE RTS VILLE Maul’
HUD SON VILLE Maul”
SPR ECKLESVILLE Maul
HAIKU SUG AR CO. Maul®
LAHAINA SUG AR CO. Maul*




Selected 3 Letters

Island p 19

PENIN SUL A Oahu
SPRECKLE 8VI LLE Maul
TORBERT SVI LLE Mau® |

MOUN TAI NVIEW Hawall'

HUELO PLAN TAT ION Maul®
LAUPAHOEHOE PLAN TAT ION Rawall
OLAA PLAN TAT ION Hawall
WAIALUA PLAN TAT ION Oahu’
HUELO PLANTA TIO N Maul” |
LAUPAHOEHOE PLANTA TIO N Hawaii
OLAA PLANTA TIO N Hawall
WAIALUA PLANTA TIO N Oahu’
TOR BERTSVILLE Maul®
TORBER TSV ILLE Maui”
HAMAKA UA MILL Hawali© |
WAIAL UA PLANTATION Oahu’
KAL UAA HA Molokal
HOL UAL OA Hawall
K UAL OA Oahu’
HAMAK UAP OKO Maui
HON UAP O Hawall
H UDS ONVILLE Maui®
KAUPAK UEA Rawail
KILA UEA Kaual
P UEH UEHU Hawali
PUEH UEH U Hawall
H UEL © Maul
H UEL O PLANTATION (Mauir |
HAIKUS UGA RCO. Maul®
LAHAINA S UGA RCO. Maul®
PAA UHA U Hawall _
KEA UHO U Hawall
KUK UIH AELE Hawali
PAA UIL O Hawalil
PAA UIL OMILL Rawall” |
K UKA IAU MILL CO Hawall© |
KAL UKA LU Hawail®
MAH UKO NA Hawall
P UKO O Molokal
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K UKU IHAELE Hawall
KAH UKU Oahu
KEOM UKU Lanal
WAIL UKU Maul
HAU ULA Oahu
K ULA Maui®
PENINS ULA Oahu
HONO ULI ULI Qahu
HONOULI ULI QOahu
HOOP ULO A Hawail
KAHAK ULO A Maul*
ULU PALAKUA Maul
HONOL ULU Oahu
KAH ULU | Maui
KIPAH ULU Maul
KUKAIA U M ILL CO Hawall® |
KA UNA KAKAI Molokal
P UNA LUU Hawail
P UNA LUU Oahu
HONOM UNI Molokal®
MO UNT AIN VIEW Hawali'
KA UPA KUEA Hawaii’
KALA UPA PA Molokai”
LA UPA HOEHOE Hawail
LA UPA HOEHOE BEACH Hawalil
LA UPA HOEHOE PLANTATION Hawali*
UL UPA LAKUA Maui
KA UPO Maul
HAIK U 8 UGAR CO, Maui®
VOLCANO HO USE Hawail
HA UUL A Oahu
OL UWA LU Maui*
PA UWE LA Maui®
MOUNTAIN VIE W Hawaii'
HUDSON VIL LE Maul®
SPRECKLES VIL LE Maul
TORBERTS VIL LE Maui®
VOL CANO HOUSE Hawalil

WAH IAWA

Oahu
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WAI AHOLE Oahu
WAl AKOA Maui
WAI ALUA Qahu
WAI ALUA PLANTATION Oahu®
WAI ANAE Qahu
WAI HEE Maui
WAI KANE Oahu
WAI LUKU Maul
WAI MANALO Oahu
WAl MEA ' Kauali
WAI MEA Hawali
WAI OHINU Hawali
WAI OLE [Kaual” |
WAI PAHU Qahu
WAl PIO Hawall
HONOKO WAI Maul®
KA WAI HAE Hawali
KAA WAL OA Hawail®
OLU WAL U Maui*
KALA WAO Molokai*
MAKA WAO Maui
MAKA WEL | Kaual
PAU WEL A Maui®
NA WIL IWILI Kaual®
NAWILI WIL | Kauai®
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Technical Notes: The table was constructed in WordPerfects’ Table feature.
The town name was entered in one column and replicated to the next two
columns. Then the row was replicated the requisite number of times. Finally
the excess characters were deleted from each column to create the town
name as one expanded three column name. Finally the entire table was
sorted in sequence on column two, one, and three respectively. In the case
of multiple word town names the leading space in the second and
subsequent words was deleted in the middle column to improve readability.
The space was left though as the middle character to show that there are
words on both sides and as the last character to show there is a word
following. All table lines except those between islands were removed to
improve readability. '








